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Excommurication Excommonicated 


OR, 


Legal Evidence, that the Eccleſiaſtical Courts have 
no power to excommunicate any perſon what- 


loever for not coming to his Pariſh-Church,voc. 


DOCTOR. 


Hither fo faſt good Neighbour? you foot i "Y 
Paarger. 1 beg your —_— : 
B r Tam 
urghey Bru} ho. par yours 


am my own, and at 
time would FIG my own buſineſs to neſs to your divenfons; but,” at 


t, I am under very preſhng circumſtances. 
". May I not arreſt your ſpeed fo _ whilt I kyow the 
canſe of out 2anvy arent ar w__ 
nngbon our only Son broke Led? þ 


aps my counſel and advice may EEE delay, 
aud | eithe? ler you ſee you had no-.caule to be {o how's 


nage your buſineſs ſo,thar you make no more haſt than 
Burg. The ſhort of my caſerthen is this ; Laſt gr ge z ->. 
Paritoy, one that plies hereabours cominually, inapt me with a Sum- 
___—_— by Pen ofthe Clock this morning at the Biſhops 
if I appear not, they take the advantage, and excommu- 

nicare me upon a conrempet : If I do appear, 'tis ten to one have 
no Libel ready, and then I muſt a next Court-day, and i6'on> . 
wards, till ſome journey, or other indi;pentable occafion 
make me abſent, and then be fure I'm delivered to the Devil. "Tis 
very true, formerly for « piece of » a Gnner might have-buon 
abſolved; and the epi of 1. of ro com with os at ſo 
much per anmem, and =_ be Schilmaricks, and'be hang'd, 
and go-to the Devil for all him ; the caſe I fearis mach alcered, 


and no m will parchaie an Abfolution in waa ves 
Dr. } wonker ys that; feoaſell ! Thad theug oy | 
$ Rvemaiga ccniponency in our Courts.! k. | 


; # 
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hike hogs Poborkurtbich B 9Foto thing, de he 


capacitates a Freeholder from having a voice inthe Elettion of Mem 

bers to ſerve in Parliament, and does ſo bereave a Gentleman of all 
wiſdom and underſtanding, that eV moAyy unfit:to be choſen 
to ſerve in that Body : thas the Courts having gotten into their 
hands ſuch an Engine, may hinder the EleCttion gf any who will not 
conſpire with them in their uſurpation ; and any perſon from chuſing, 
whowwill ot-give up their Votes to theiricondutt and management. 


_» Dr, I perceiye a 1or will aftright you out. of your pri- 
edges B Tide the rorrtng Po ourt Kb Yoon aſt 
farely- be ſome notorious oflctilet; 4Fornicator, i Simorft, an 

Adulterer, or one guilty of ſome ſcandalous immorality. 

Burg. No ſuch matter Siy, I do aſſure you ; my life and converfati- 


:onis well known to my Neighbours, and 1 can =, 


the moſt critical Judge in the face, upon any: of thoſe accgltnts. i 
.:uaDrc Then. T dare ſay, yoware | tainted with the Man H#eſy, 
: Which allows no ſpecifical difference betweena Bitho the tMferi- 
-or Presbytets ; - or a Schilmatick that abſent your ſelf from Divine 

ſervice, and frequent Conventicles. 

«11; Burge 1 ſhall freely make you my Tonfeſſor in this matter ; T am 
-fo far: from: being-agaunſt By that where there's-one, I wiſh 
there were an bundred ;: I cdnfels; 1 frequent/private meetings, : (If 
you will callthem private, which are as open and numerous, as thoſe 
-that boaſt of the name of publick ) for we. have ſuch a lamentable 

Parſon in-our Pariſh, one that Preaches not above once a month, and 
;thatfo little to the-purpoſe. of our ſalvation, that quite turns my Sto- 
.math from him; —__ the ſeldomer and ſhorter he Preaches, fo 
- much the better, unleſs he would Preach better ; 'but had we one 
. ſober in his life, ſound in the faith, and uſefull in his preaching, 1 
-Ahonld not baulk him, but hear him and his Commun-Prayer too 
-lometimes ,- rather than forfeit my pride of chaſing our Repre- 
{entwrives; fork freely own to you,] im a kind'of Latitudinarian. - 

: "Dri catinet believe but that you are highly miſtaken.in this matrer; 
-tcandot enter into my thoughts, that our Reverend Fathers ſhould 
.ever pervert that high cenſure of Excomunication-ſo, as to make it 

a Stare Engine, to ſerve their intereſt -and* paſhons ; eſpecially to 

hinder the peoples free-choice of their, Txuſtees-xo ſerye-in Paxlia- 

ment, indarh-a janure of time as this,*-when all men expected of 
"them, they wauld have united the Proteſtant- intereſt, to oppoſe the 
encroachments of 'the Popiſh FaCtion ; audleaſt of all, that they 


? 'X et would 


* : 


(& 


— - 


. Excommunication-Extummunicated : 8c. s 
would rake the advantage: of your not y_ t9 Ghurh,. wheathey 
adinit tack ſad tools into the Minifry, | and; aben, 4ndact/ thein wo 
Benefices; 'For at this rate they: may excanmimunigate.; d: third hart of 
the Kingdom, and then the Fanaticks would clamourfilthily,that they 
were partial in their cenlures,-{eeing the, inſtances of any excommuz 
nicated for whoredom, Simony, ſearing, drunkenneſs, -are ſo rare, 
and thoſs of Papiſts whortatally-withdraw [from oor Qbureh,, are ih» 
viſible, nota-preſidentof awencotamuvicated. Romapnilt inanAge.,;; 
Burg. It's10 vain to argue a thing, annotbe, when weles Kattyal 
ly done before our eyes. : aſe, 
Dr.-Thenl maſt needs ſay-that/tis the moſthorrid prophanation of 
Gods Ordinance that can be imagined; to uſe,ox rather CID, 
mriffcation, which is.a ſpiritual w&apon,; aud ;delign'd..only ta,,de- 
priveſcandalous/ſinners of the. preſent benefit of the Charches ſociety, 
till by repentance and reformation, they , have OPageaGocs Glory 
andthe Churches citdir, to a ſecular &nd, to hinder them-in 'chuſing 
Members pare Bergen] 5 ; 8 UE [0g 
Bivrg.' I grantrwhat you-lay ; . but you muſt aqt canciuge that. i 
cauſe he Extleſiaſtical [2m len {o.to do, that Ec then 
never do it : for I can prove they have ofteu lefe andone thoſe things 


' they oupht to have done,and have dane thoſe things they gh not to. have 
I 


done; beſides I hear.them-ſometimes confefs win publick. 

Dy. But there's a worſe buſineſs than this comes to.! The Biſhops 
have not the power to-excommunieate;-which they Tomeumes had 
by Law ; and it were dangerouyio-throw. thoſe.:thupderbolrs at mens 
heads, which with one blaſt of courageous contempt would pic 
nothing. How know they hut the frequency and:commonneſs of ex- 
communication may tempt ſome prying eyes, and leaxching ingni- 
ſitive heads to examine the Biſhops authority, and. ſo by, ſifypg. ir; 
the bottom,diſcovertothe nation, that what amakes = ch, 2.nole, 
is a meer noiſe, and nothing elſe; that their Canons are £1cher chargy 
ed with white powder which gives no repoxt, or. but. with powder 
which does go execution ? The world is hugely. awakened, and. we 
that are not concerned.in your preſent 'vexautons. and ſufferings, yet 
do not know but it may.be our-turns, os, our childrens next; and 
therefore I conceive the Reverend. F ae af.our Charch are ” fares 
ſeeing and wary,that they willnotexercile an arbitrary power againſt 
Law, being conſcious to them(elves,. that upon a legal ſcanning chey 
muſt be batfled. And becauſe] {u{pect that you'Fanaticks,.take up an 
evil report again our Prelates ypon-Mlgnder os no:ground, you maſk 
excuſe meifI ſuſpend my belicf a __" I receive more F evi- 


. 


elently thonght the 
tal-operation ; bur aker a while I found my 
feepas ſoutidly, wif had been laid in the. boſom 


heartily, ro 
the Charch.. 


» 
-— "y 


-»De--1 t it's a wonder to me that you were not catey up of 
NON other Veriua?: of that ſome immediate judgment did 
Bn "Docier, I had never had my health better in my lite ; and 


when Thed obce 'a line examin'd themarzer, I could find 
"Þ , : % that had | 


{ their civil | of their Church-priviledges ? And if I 

de in the Laches for not-epp Filſhift as well as I can. 
Pr. E-muſt confeſs to you, for me to ſpeak to. the poiut, is ſome- 

what ont of my way,and I am-loth-to thruſt .my.lickle iato the Theo- 
ical harveſt ;-and ſol Gafory hab nekadly cell you, . that I 

euds in Scripture of that ſacred ordinance : 
-**1, Forthe humbling, ſhaming and reforming of a {caudalous ou 
= I Fo rs Al Ig AY | X +. 
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was ſabje&ro the on 
not viola ical or:pdlinesl 
"kingdom was not of this world:zi1or 


Excommunicat iow Excommunicated , &c, 7 
Thar the glorious of our Lord aud 

hon in the world : for if the Church ſh pak 1a 

ous offenders in its Cominunion, what will-they that are without fay, 

but thatthe Church allows and juſtifies ſuch Villanies ? whereas 

when the Church ſhall rid her bands of ach, whom pojnge ; perl 


nal nor reprodifs,  admonitions, 
a ont walk: hex handsfn innocency, and juſtifie her 
{elf to be clear in this matter, 

Hence i rs that the ends are pugety fpi itual, anfwerable to 
the kingdom Chriſt came to ſetup in the world ,and the means which 
heuſcd to thatend: Aud this will appear, if you conlider, 

I. Thole Scriptures wherein this power is to (lu Ku 
Matt. 16. 19. 7 willgeve arte thee the keys of t Albee yo of beaver, 
and what ſorver thou ſbalt bind on earth, ideangat "wa 
or ns ares won + ſhall be pry ſed in' heaven : Tie 
weze the keys of the kingdom of Heaven,. apt of an carthly | 
dom. Matt.18. 15, 16, it7, 18 I do diicys fy 67 os, £9. 4 
rell vim his faxie betwern ther anid bim alone ;\ if he ſhall hear thee, zhou - 
baſt rhy brather - Bat «f he will not bear thee, then rake with 
thee one or rwo more, that in the mouth of two or three witnefſes every 


were may be ef ablited Aid if be full negteft to beer them, tell jr uw- 

the Churches bat if be the let bing be unto thee 

ee ER og ng OE ns 
but a Heathen hath a.rightco his Eſtate ; 


go. 1 hope youto not 
do not think that donunion 1s founded in grace ; wu Sr 
Thief that ſteals from i Heathew of Publican. 1. Cor. 5 SEEK 


ueaat ap wag tor umm jfor ths dentlipn of che Boſh 
be ſaved ſee the rd 
The Goth, ale vile affeCtions, yonbedapef nr Cpl Po e040 4 
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Excommunication Excommunicated : 8C. 9 


laſt itcrackt ; aud loaded the people with ſach intolerable burdens, , 


that they began to kick, and relolved to break the yoke which muſt 
elſe have broke their necks ; and to. diſcharge themſelves of that 
weight which muſt needs break their backs ; and all this out of 
rw neceſſity : for it's not to be conceived how much a people will 
r from their ſpiritual Task-maſters, before they refuſe obedience ; 
ſo that if it were poſſible for Church-men to be wiſe, and uſe any mo- 
deration in their oppreſſions, they might make them carry incredible 
weights, no Camel being more fitted for fervilicy than ſuch Animals 
are. The Pope once Interdicted the State of Yenice, there was n6 
Divine Service, no Sacraments adminiſtred in all ' the territores be- 
longing to the Stare; but the Senate ſtrenuouſly and zealouſly rouſed 
up themſelves againi{t their enchroachments ; 1o that the Church was 
glad to recall her Thunder-bolts, and ſheath that Sword which has no 
other edge than what ignorance, ſuperſtition, and tame ſervility 
ives it. | 
: Burg. Truly 1 am: m hope our Church will be wiſer, remembring 
the examples of former times ; and I am the more encouraged foto 
hope, becauſe we have many conſiderate, prudent, moderate perſons 
amongſt us, who as they condemn theſe rigors, lo are very appre- 
henſive of the conſequences. | 
.. Dr. The cruel and treacherous French little thought that their hor- 
rid Maſſacrgat Paris, would have encreaſed the number of Hugonors; 
that their blood would have been the ſeed of a more numerous pro- 
eny of Proſtentants : And perhaps as little were our Prelates aware, 
that by their ſevere proſecutions of thoſe Laws which they had ſug- 
geſted, the number of Diſſenters would have been doubled, if not 
trebled, in twice teven years fince His Majeſties happy Reſtauration.; 
and without pretending to a ſpirit of propheſie,l can certainly foretell, 
that if they proceed to uſe Exzcommunication to deprive the Subjects 
of their Votes in Elections, they. will yet double and treble che mul- 
titudes of Fanaticks; and I make this judgment upon theſe grounds : 
1. Becauſe men of no ſevere conſciences,nor of any great coucern 
for Religion, will ſoon be made {euſible of an invaſion upon their civil 
rights and priviledges : the quarrel will not be any longer Religious, | 
but Civil ; and they that care not what becomes of dur -> diſcipline 
or doctrine,yet are hugely ſollicitous what becomes of their temporal 
cuncerns, and are exceeJing tender in the matter of mcxm and exam. 
2, They will fay, they know not where this ufurpation may reſt; 
ſeeing by the ſame reaſon, that by Excommunication they may de- 
frive us of our Votes in EleQions, which are founded upon our Free 
B holds 


(LY 
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0 Excomminication Excommunicated : &c. 
holds.they mayin time pick a quarrel with oar Freeholds themſelves; 
Parr as awe wk is tronger, for our Freeholds will do them was 
ſervice than our Votes: Who knows where ſuch encroachments may 
ſtop? they are bigher already than in Trkey, where the Chriſtians 
under the Orroman yoke, yet may enjoy their Eſtates, without wor- 
ſhipping Mahomer, or ſubſcribing the Alcorar. 

- 3. Experiencetells us, that the perſecuted party alwayes gains 
pity dtd, and the perſecutors hatred and ill-will ; eſpecially 
when the ſufferers are made fo, upon an account which is, or may 
be common to all the people. 

. ' Burg. 1 confeſs, I can ſee no reaſon for any ſach Church power ; but 
if the Law of the Land hath entruſted them with it, who can help it ? 
. Dr. The Law hath not undone you ſo much, as you have undone 
your ſelves; for as if you had conſpired with them (your puſillani- 

icy, with their encroaching humour? you have inſenſibl Joſt one 


| thing after another, till you have almoſt loſt all : weakneſs is made 


an eaſie prey to power ; timorouſneſs to daring bonldneſs ; bttlet me 
rell you one thing, that our common Law is aticienter than Auſtin 
the Monk; and before his time we find not that the Grand Seignior, or 
Sultan of Rome's Horſe ever ſet his foot on Engliſh gronnd : and 
though the Clergy arrived at a vaſt height afterhis days, yet his nails 
were pared, his wings clipt by the Statutes of Aforrmarn, and that 
againſt Proviſions ; and at laſt by Henry 8. ſo cruſht, what it could 
never yet regain its full dominion and foveraignty. Queen Aſaxy en- 
deavoured to have reſtored all again to that See, by the counſels of 
thoſe very Clergy-men, who in Herry's time renoanced the 
ſupremacy ; but her reign being ſhort, Queen Elizaberhs happy 
coming to the Crown, ſhut the Pope out of doors. 
Burg. But there were very terrible Laws made againſt Diſſenters 
even in her reign ; and the edge of thoſe Statutes which were made 
inſt Popiſh Recuſants,are now turn'd againſt Proteſtants ; juſt as 
he Inquiſition, which at firſt was ſerup in Spain againſt the Moors 
and Saracens, was afterwards level'd againſt the Proteſtants. 
Dr. You ſay true: And it hath been the great wiſdom of our 


 Prelates, fo to order the matter, that whatever Law was deſigned 


inſt the enemies of the State, they could make uſe of to ruine 
thoſe whom they had made their enemres ; but fill all our Laws, 
ſecured in fome good meaſure our civil Liberties, and eſpecially that 
great one of chuling our Repreſentatives. 
Soup: I ſhould not repent my —__ you, if you would favour 
ane with a particular diſcourſe uponthat ſubject. 


"M2 2) - 


Dr. 


Excommunication Excommunicated : 8&C. fi 

Dy. Turn over then.at your leiſure the Satutes of 7 of Hen, 4. 
chap. 15. the 1 of Hen. 5. ch. 1. the 6 of Hen. 6. ch. 4. 8 Hen. 6. ch; 
7. the 10of Hen. 6. ch. 2. the 23 Hen. 6. ch. 15. and 11. 35 
Hen.$. ch. 11. all which together inſtruct in the qualifications of the 
Electors and elefted, and you will find that Citizens are to be choſen 
by Citizens ; Burgeſſes by the Burgers ; Knights of the Shires by the 
Inhabitants of the Counties, who have Lands in freehold to the clear 
yury value of Forty Shillings and upwards, without any the leaft 

adow or colour excluding any otherwiſe duly qualified upon 
the account of Excommunication, or any ſpiritual or .Ecclefiaſtical 
irregularity : Andit's a ſtrung preſumption, and ſomething more, 
that in ſome-of theſe many Laws on purpoſe made to acquaint us 
with the qualifications of Lietors and elected, mention CI EX- 
preſly made, or implicity hinted, .if ſuch had beenthe intent and 
meaning of the Legiſlators, that excommunicated perſons ſhould 
have been debarred A It muſt be acknowledged, that 
in an affair of ſo high and momentous concernment, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary, that it be certainly known whg are to chuſe, and who to be 
choſen, 1eeing that the perſons ſo choſen are to be of the Kings great 
Council, to adviſe him of the grand and arduous affairs of the King- 
dom, and to have a ſhare in the legiſlative power : We may therefore 
confidently ſay, Non expreſſa non nocent ;, no man ought to be preju- 
diced b | 1g. as the Law is ſilent : Beſides we have no preſident 
in any Caſe, nonot in the times when the Clergy were moſt ram- 
pant,and their power moſt exalted to overtop the poor Laity,that an 
were deprived of this priviledg, upon that weak pretence, becauſe 
they were blaſted with Excommunication- Nay, an Out!awry after 
judgment, which is the higheſt incapacitatiug of a perſon that can be, 
yet does not diſable a perion from enjoying this radical priviledg, 
as is evident in the caſe of Sir Robert Holt, in the late Seventeen years 
long Parliament, I am bold, further to afferr, That nothing but an 
AQt of Parliament can difable him from aCting, who is enabled by an 
At of Parliament to at : For if an Excommunication can incapaci- 
tate whom the Statute hath capacitated, it would follow, that the 
Clergy hath a power paramount to that of the King and Parliament ; 
which for them to allert, would make them guilry of Treaſon, or at 
leaſt incurr a premwn:ye ; and for us to grant, would ſtigmatize us 
with the brand of the greateſt folly. 

Burg. Well, S:r,l ice we poor people may loſe all our priviled 
if none will appear for us; pray proceed, perhaps I may pick up alit- 
tle crumbs of courage, and get Competing to plead my own caule. 
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15 Excommunication 'Excommunicated : &c. 
++ Dy, - | will only add this one conſideration; That if Excommunica- 
tion had theſe dreadful effetts, the ' conſequences would be. fatal to 
England : For, Soon - | | 
"T. All our liberties and priviledges whatever would hang at the 
Biſhops Girdles,” we ſhould be freemen only at ons #7 9et, ſo 
long as we carried fair quarter with them, and their mutable humours ; 
for though at preſent you' ſuppoſe that all our Biſhops are good men, 
ſuch as will not uſe ſacl} a powet ts reign, as if it were intruſted in 
their hands( you ſee, I ſuppoſe, almoſt impoſſbilities, to make the 
objection as ftrong as may be) yet they themſelves though good men, 
are but men,and liable to paſſion, prejudice, error and miſinformation 
(beſides, who knows what fort of 'creatures may ſucceed them); And 
if they obſerve the people inclinable to ele ſuch as perhaps, though 
every way loyal and firm Poteſtants, yet not to their tooth tn point of 
Church-dividing,I had almolt faid Charch-ruining Ceremonies ; whe- 
ther may not they give a caſt of their office, and ſhut us out of the 
Church doors and the Town-hall at one clap ? And then in effet the 
Biſhops mnſt chuſe our Parliaments, which moſt wiſe men at this jun- 
ERure do nor judg expedient or adviſeable. | 

2. Nay, it might follow, that notwithſtanding the Kings Writs to 
elect, they might pick a hole in the Coat of every Citizen in a City, 
or Burgefle in a Burrough, , eſpecially where the Election is confined 
ro ſome few ; and fo thoſe Burroughs and Cities fhould ſend np no 
Repreſentatives : Nay more, perhaps there is ſcarce a perſon in the 
Narion,: bat-rpon one account of other hath & blot to hit; for if al- 
moſt a third part, as is ſuppoſed, of the Nation, upon one account or 
other be Diffenters, theſ& may be all chaſtiſed ; and the reſt either 
as Uturers, or mcontinent pertons, or common fame thereof, or for 
Simouy, or Perjury in Eccleſiaſtical Courts, or for Idolatry,or other 
pretended excomimunicable cau{es; be alſo caſt out of the Church,and 
fo their elections prove nulltties 3; we muſt have no Parliament, till 
we have undergone fine aud ranſome to the Biſhops. 

3. But ſuppoſe of their grace and meer charity, they ſhould ſuffer 
a Houſe of Commons to meet,though lame and maimed, might they 
not apon any ſmall pike excommumicarte all the temporal Lords.,”and 
deprive them of the priviledg of their Peerage as to fitting im Parlia- 
Ment ? Nay,might they not when their courag- had been fluiht with 
tacce(s, proceed to excommunicate Hts Sacred Majeſty, and thereby 
difable him from piving the Rayal afſent ro any Bill? An@then might 
northe rwo Arch-biſhops agree roexcommunicate the reſt of the Bi 


: 


Burg. 
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Burg. Theſe are wild ſuppoſitions,* ſuch as we cannot ever fear . 
will come to pals. ; | | 

Dr. You miſtake, They are not ſauppoſitions of what will be ; but 
conſequences which-may be,if once we admit that Excommunication 
deprives any perſon of Vote in EleCtion,or capacity of being lected 
to Sir;and ſerve in the High Court of Parliament. And gar the: that 
one-abſurdity, I do not tee but you muſt admit the poſſibility, «ot 
however the reaſonableneſs of all the reſt of fatal conſequences, 
which you call wild ſuppoſitions. And I'le mind you of one thing 
more, that if only Proteſtant Diſſenters were Excommunicated by 
the Biſhops and their Officers for not coming to Church, there be- 
ing too many thouſands of them ; It would make a cry like that of 
the Land of Egypt when the firſt-born were deftroyed, and certainly 
draw the juſt Odinm of the confiderate part of the Nation upon them, 
as Enemies to the common peace and welfare of England. 

Burg. But ſtill we lyeliable to the Laws forour abſence from Di- 
vine Service ; and if they get us upon that lock, we ſhall be caſt in 
Priſon, and ſolofe our priviſedg of Election. 

Dy. 1 ſee you Diflenters are mainly or only ſtracken at in this bu- 


- fineſs, but I hope you will meet with more impartiality from the 


Civil Magiſtrate z for they know well that thoſe Laws upon- which 
you are proſecuted were deſigned againſt Popiſh Recyſants, and 
therefore you ought not either temporally or ſpiritually to” be proſe- 
cated upon them. 

Burg. 1 wiſh you could clear that point ; for though it would not 
recover what I have loſt, yet it may for the future prevent my loſe- 
ing all the reſt. 

Dr. It ſeems very evident that thoſe Laws were not made againſt 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, becaule Proteſtant Difſenters, however bewail. 
i1g the burden, did frequent the Church ; An&the Tenor and Nature 
of thoſe, ſpeak their d «0 was to reclaim the Papiſts, and fuch 
as were Popiſhly affeCted, from the uſe of! Popiſh forms of Prayer: 
and Ceremonies. View impartially the Statutes of 24 and 3d of Ed- 
ward VI. ch. 1. And 5 and 6 Edward VI: ch..3. which laſt Sratute 


; _ Repealed 1 Mar. ch. 2. was Revived 1 Eliz. ch. 2. Aﬀter- 


wards an Act was made 234 El:z. ch. 1. for the retaining the Queens 
Subjects 3n their obedience. Inthe preamble whereof - it is mention- 
6d, that divers evil gffetted Perfend have by other means than Bulls cr 
Inſtruments Written, or Printea, endeavonred to withdraw divers of the 
Queens Subjetts from their' Natural Obedience to ber Majeſty, to cby 
the ſaid uſurped Authority of Rome, -azd'in- reſpeit of the ſame 


to 
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ro" perſmade great Numbers to withdraw their Obedience from her 
Meiebies Laws eſtabliſhed, for the due ſervice of Almighty God : And 
then ſays—— for the Reformation wr po be it Enatted, &c.. And 
then proceeds to Enact the ty of 20 1. per menſem, for them that 
do not Tome to Church ; and then comes with a Proviſo ; That this At 
ſhall not extend to take away or abridge the Eccleſiaſtical ceaſures, 
but that the Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, or other Eccleſiaſtical Judges 

mighg do as they before lawfally did or might have done, and 

ben given them by the Statutes of 24 and 3d of Edward VI. ch. 1. 

And the 1/ of El:z. ch. 2. which plainly ſhews againſt whom thoſe 

Laws where to be Executed, as well in reference to Eccleſiaſtical 

cenfſures, as civil penalties, viz. Thoſe that were drawn to obey the 

uſurped Authority of Rome, from their Natural obedience to her 
jeſty, and Her Laws, eſtabliſhed for the due ſervice of Al- 

. mighty God. As alſo the preamble of that Statute, 1 Facob. ch.y. 
ſhews that, and other Laws to have been made againſt Papiſts, 
where there is not the leaſt mention, or intimation of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters ; There being a clauſe in this laſt mentioned Statute 
whereby Proviſion is made in the caſe of Recuſanr Conformity, and 
to prevent them _— their Children beyond the Seas to Popiſh 
Semmaries ; Which Diflenters of no perſwaſion whatever, were 
ever known to have done. Afterwards by another Statute of 3 Facob. 
ch. 4. inthe preamble thereof it is mentioned, That whereas divers 
Peſts, Seminaries and Popiſh Prieſt ;,daily do withdraw many of his 

jeſties Subjes from the true ſervice of Almighty God, and the 
Religion eſtabliſhr within this Realm, to the Romuſh Religion, and 
from their Loyal Obedience to his Majeſty Therefore in the 
body of the Law it is Enafted, That a Popiſh Recuſant (hall be as 

Excommunicated ; which plainly ſhews who by that Law were to be 

niſht for not coming to Church, and allo who were to be 
Rommtaicered.; which yet is {o far from deharring any perſon 
from his Natural priviledg of Electing or being Elected, that ir 
provides, that ſuch perſons may ſue or protecuterany action or ſuit 
concerning their Lands,or for their iſſues or profits thereof, which are 
n2t ſeized into the of a09 bar liberty being a Fundamental, 
and concerning .the. publick,: cannot be forteited by any private ' 

Mans default, nor indeed otherwiſe than by Act of Parliamenc, by 
which it was eſtabliſhed (as is before mentioned ). But becaufe ſome 

of the Papiſts to eſcape the penalties of the Laws, would come to 

Church, the Statute of 3 Facob. ch. 4. for further diſcovery of them, 

requires theſe Confoarmed. Recaſants to receive the —_— or 

t | | M- 
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Communion yearly, under a penalty ; and requires the Curch-war. 
dens and Conſtables once every year to preſent the monthly abſence 
of Popiſh Recuſants from Church ; And punithes the negleCts, and re- 
wards the performance of their duties herein. Conſider alſo whether 
by reaſon of the Kings power by that Statute, to chooſe rw6 thirds of 
their Eftates inſtead of the 20 /. per menſem, it be not meant only for 
Ippiſ Reeuſants not coming to Divine ſervice, becauſe many of them 
of Eſtates of great yearly value,did for the moſt part imploy them for 

the maintenance of ſuperſtition, and the Popsſh Religion, and to the 
Relief of Zeſuites, Semmaries, and Popiſh Prieſts, and other perſons 
dangerous to the State, which could be mtended of none but the then 
Confpirators in the Gunpowder Treaſon. And till within theſe laſt nine- 
teen years theſe Laws were never interpreted againſt or executed 
npon Pxoteſtant Diſſenters, but are now contrary to their plain and 
genuine meaning ſtrained to a ſence they will not bear, as if the deſign 
of ſome were ouly to encourage Papsſts, and ſuppreſs Proteſtants.. 
And I might further ask where there hath been one Popiſh Recuſant 
proſecuted or excommunicated upon this Statute for many years laſt 
paſt ? But how many Proteſtants have been caſt out of the Church, 
and into Priſon upon it! It may be further obſerved in the At, that 
there is a punifhment aſſigned for weekly abſence from Church; And 
a Proviſo, that the ſaid Act ſhould not extend to. take away, or 
abridg the Authority , or Juriſdiftion of the Eccleſiaſtical cenſures 
for any cauſe or matrer, but that the Kings Commiſſioners in cauſes 
Eicleſaſtical, the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and other Eccleſiaſtichs might 
do or proceed 4s they might have done before. All which ( as is be- 
fore mentioned ) ſhew that only Popiſh Recuſants were lyable to thoſe 
cenſures for not coming to Charch, the Laws bein ng lo expreſly 
againſt them ; which is the more evident,far that there was a tempo- 
rary Law made 35 Eliz.ch.1. for Seditivus SeCtaries that would not 
come to Church, with a diſtinct penalty till Conformity, which 
evidently proves thay were not intended to be within the compaſs of ' 
the other Laws of Recuſancy about abſence from Church ; for «f 
they were, why was this Law fo direGly level'd againſt them ? And 
had they 1o been, the poor Diſſenters mighr have been twice puniſhc 
for the ſame offence, which as 'tis unrealonable, fo our Laws {eem 
tw abhor the injuſtice. 

Burg. I with you could as eaſily fatisfy the Prelates as you have 
done me: but as we are apt to believe that to be true, which 'tis 
our Intereſt ſhould be fo, ſo the Ecclefiaſticks will be as loth that 
ſhould appear illegal which makes. ſo much for their advantage. 


x6 Excommnnication Exconmmunicated:: %(; 

.- Dr." Yo ſay; true; but let them be: pleaſet} or Uiſpleaſed it's all 2 

Cale, I am confident thoſe Laws were never intended againſt ſuch as 

you are : And Fle fay a greater thing thau I have yet faid, That the 
ccleſiaſtical Courts have no power af all to Excommunicate any 

perſon whatſoever, and then to: be fure you need not fear loſing your 

voice in EleCtions. : vor | 

'Burg. Make out that, and you do their work for them; and I 
A that I have vetur'd an Excommunuication by my diſcourſe 
with you. 

Dr. 1 can eaſily do that, only you. muſt muſter up a little patience, 
You-will find by ſ{everal'Statntes 1n the time of Her.8. how the. pow- 
er and autliority which the Pope claimed iu England(which was great, 
yrngunn all in a manner)with his revenues and profits were by degrees 
ellened, viz. 21 Her. 8. c.13. 23 Hen. $.c. 9. 24 Hen. 8.c. 12. ta- 
king away Appeals to Rome, 25 Hem. 8. c. 20. not printed ; for re- 
ftraint of Amnats and Firſt-fruits from the See of Rome,25 Hen.8.c.19. 
the ſubmiſſion of the Clergy to the King to make no Canons without 
his Aﬀent, 25 Hen. 8. c. 20. for Election and Conſecration of Arch-' 
biſhops and Biſhops within this Realm, and 25 Hen. 8. c. 21. Exone- 
rating the Snbjects from ExaCtions payed to the-See of Rome ; and 
for Licences and Diſpenſations within tos Realm, without ſuing fur- 
ther for the ſame, rill atlaſt came that killing Statute, that ſtabbed 
the Pope and his Clergy to the heart, 26'of Hen. 8.c. 1. Declaring 
the King to be Supreme Head of the Church of England, and to have 
Authority to reform and redreſs all Errors, Hereſies and abuſes. Then 
26 Hen g c. 14. there was an Act for Nomination and Conſecration 
' of Suffragans within this Realm ; and 27 Hey. 8. c. 15. the King had 
power given him to nominate thirty two perſons of his Clergy and 
Laity for nee bop: Eccleſiaſtical Canons, and 28 Her. 8.c. 10. an 
Act ——_— e Authority of the Biſhop of Reme. Thus you ſee 
how the power of the Pope and his Clergy, by degrees was dwindled 
' intonothing. And as their power was leſlenedy, to by degrees the 
Kings power in Eccleſiaſticals. increaſed : For you. will fee by the 
aforementioned Statute of '26 Her. 8. c.1. what great power in Ec-; 
cleſiaſtical matters the King had given him, which at- that time was 
recognized by the Clergy in their Convocation ; viz. Declared 
Heal of the Church, and to have all the title and ſtyle thereof, with, 
all Honour, dignities, preheminencies, juriſdictions, priviledges, au- 
thorities, immunities, profits and commodities thereunto appertainz 
ivg, and to have full power and authority from' time to time, to viſit, 
repreſs, redreſs, reform, order, correct, reſtrain, .and amend all ſuch, 
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errors, hereſies, abuſes, offences, contempts and enormities whatſo- 
ever they be, which by any manner of ſpiritual authority, or jurif- 
dition, ought-or may tally be reformed, moſt to the pleaſure 
of Almighty God, &c. any ulage; cuſtom, foreign Laws, foreign 
authority, preſcription, or any thing or things ro the contrary here- 
of neruithdeadia : Asalfoby. the 25 Her. 8. c. 19. the Clergy 
ſubmitting themſelves to him, promiſing, verbo_ ſacerdorii, never to 
enact any Canons without his aſſent, the Convocation to be allem- 
bled by the Kings Writ ; to be referred to Thirty two men of the 
Kings appointing; to continue ſuch of the old Canons as they thought 
fit ſFould b be kept, ſo that the Kings aſſent under his great Seal were 
firſt had to them ; but provided thar no Canons or Conſtitutions 
ſhould be made- or continued by. the Thirty two perſons, or put in- 
execution by authority of the Convocation, which ſhould-be'con- 
ary or repugnant to the Kings Prerogative, or the Cuftoms, Laws 
or Statutes of this Realm. Now by what Canon or Conſtitution 
Eccleſiaſtical, or exerciſe of Ecclefiaſtical power can meu be pre- 
judiced or hindred in their choice of Parliament-men ? We ſee 
that care is taken, that their power-ſhould not over-top the civil 
power ; nay, is. in ſome reſpec inferior to it, and muſt give place 
thereto, we having both Cuſtom atid' Statiite for our choice of Par- 
liament men, if qualified as the Laws appoint. But to my ue 
buſineſs more cloſely, all power whatſoever ſpiritual was hereby 
veſted in the Crown in words large enough, the Biſhops them- 
ſelves having their eleftion and all their power, the uſe and exer- 
ciſe thereof from the King, and dependence on him : For can we 
think that there was any ordinary or judicial power left for them, 
when as all ſpiritual juriſdiftion whatſoever was veſted in the 
Crown ? And will they make Excommunication gh no judicial 
act, or to be no effect- of ſpiritual juriſdiction ? And it be (as cer- 
tainly it is) a judicial aft, and an effect of ym_ juriſdiction, then 
it muſt of neceſſity be derived to them from the Crown, which 
muſt be by Commitſion ; and as an argument that they have norexer- 
cile of ſpiritual power, but what they can derive from the Crown, 
let's have recourle to another Statute, 'viz. 1 Ed. 6.c. 2. titled the 
Election of Biſhops, and whar' Seals and _ they and other ſpi- 
ritual perſons exerciſing juriſdiction Eccleſiaſtical ſhal uſe, (which 


Statute directly tells us, that all authority of juriſdiction, ſpiritual 
and temporal, is derived and deduced from the Kings Majeſty as 

lupream Head of the Church) Ty it isenaRted, char all Sum- 
| mons 
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mons and Citations, or other Proceſs Eccleſiaſtical, ſhall be-made 
in the "name; and with the ftile of the King, as it is in his Writs 
, original or- Judicial at the common Law, and that the Tefte there- 
of ho in the name of the Archbiſhop or Biſhop, - or other having 
Eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, who hath the commifen and grant of 
the authority Eccleſiaſtical immediately from the Kings Highneſs, 
and that his Qonary, Official, or Subſtiruts- exercifing juril- 
diftion-under him, fhall'put his name in- the Ciration- or ocels 
after the Teſte ; and that they ſhould have in their:Seals of Office, 
- the Kings Highnels Arms decently ſet with certaiy charatters un- 
, der.the Arms, for the knowledge of the Dioceſs, and ſhall uſe na 
other Seat of jurifdiction, but wherein his Majefties Army be in- 
graven. . It- might be worth» inquiry what' hath been Ecdleſiaſticak 
practice'of late,” and if the that excrciſo fpiritual Juriſdiction have 
od ofberwiſe.-whe 
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a Premunire ? For though this Statate among others was repealed, 
1 Marie c. 2. yet 1 Facobsc. 25. the ſaid Statute of Repeal was re- 
pealed, and fo this Statute became in force again: Now 'f all they 
could do, muſt be done-in the Kings name, and by his power and 
authority, pray then, what ord bc ar qr ue can 
our Eccleſiafticks have beſides * Now, though . the ſaid Starnre of 
26 Hen. 8. c. 1. about the Kings Supremacy was repealed 1 & 2 
Ph. and Afary, c. 8. the Kings Supremacy was taken off, and the 
Popes Supremacy re_ood, og do-not find it was revived by 
Queer Eliz. yet I find $ Eliz. vr. 1. this Statute mentioned ; and in 
this feos pr ele voy I.-it's — _ he oy juſtly and 
Ti t y recognized an owledged to have the ſu- 
ax ver, juriſdiction, order, rule, oy over all the Ec- 
cleſiaftical Stagg; and” the fame power, juriſdiction and authori 
did uſe accs y ; and fo was' uſed all che time of Zd. 6. ti 
the aforefaid Statute of Repeal of Queen Adary ; in which Sta- 
tute of Repeal of the 1 and 2- Ph. and Aary, ec. 8.-1 find the 
Clergy making ao huinble ſupplication, that Eccleſieftical jurifdicti- 
on might be reſtored to them,- and that all Laws which did hinder 
ir mi Yrogated, and that in the very words following, as it 
isin the Latin ;, Inſuper Majeſtatibus veſtris ſupplicamus pro ſug pic- 
rate efficere dignentur, ut ea que ad. juriſdifttionem noſtram & tk, 
rarer Ecleſtaſticam. pertinent, fine quibus debitumi noſtrs paſtoralis 
Officis, i& cur animarum nobis commiſſe exercere non poſſumus, nobis, 
| ſuperioruan tergporum injurid ablati reftitnantur, & tunobir, & Ecele- 


fie 


AS. I" 


'they have not all of them- incurre#. 
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ie perpetus illeſu & ſabva permaneant, & ut omnes leges que hanc no- 
/ la our Fr aku £ Pg ly. rg yet fc aan mo- 
do impediunt, abrogentar, &c. Now do = pray that they may be ' 
reſtored to thoſe things that belong to their Ecclehiaſtical liberty and 
juriſdiftion, without which they could not exerciſe the duty of their 
Paſtoral Office, and the care of Souls cofamitted to them: Now, 
if without the exerciſe of Excommunication (as I know they will fay) 
they cannot exerciſe the duty of their Paſtoral Office and the gare of k 
Souls, then they muſt acknowledg that the power | 
Excommunication was once by Law taken away from the C36, 
given to the King, and which they pray here to be reſtored to th my 
ute of Queen Mary was 


and which by this Statute was ny to them; and 
Eccleſiaſtical juridiction 


ſo, then what became of it when this 

Repealed, 1 Elz. t. 1. and the fai 
- was again reſtored to the Crown .? Certainly then the Clergy want- 
ed the ſame power of Excommunication that they prayed to be re- 
ſtored to in the Statute of Queen Mary ; and {o then are beholding 
again to the Queens commiſſion, for whatſoever power they did or 
could exercile in. fpirituals ; for by the Statute of [1 Eliz. c. 1. 
it was enacted that all forpige power Eccleſiaſtical ſhould be abo- 
liſhed .3 and that fuch juriſdictions, priviledges, ſuperiorities, and 
prehemtencies, ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical, -as by any ſpiritual or 
ecclFaſtical power, or authority, hath heretofore been, or may 
lawfully be exerciſed or uled, for the viſitation of the Eccleſiaſtical 
ſtate and. perſons, and for reformazign, order and correction of the 
lame, and of all manner of (errors,  hereſies, ſchiſms, abuſes, offen- 
ces, contempts and enormities, ſhall for: ever by. authority of this 
preſent Parliament, be united and annexed to the Imperial Crown 
of this Realm : | 
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cies in any wiſe touching or concerning any Spiritual or Eccleſiaſti- 
.. cal rariſcittion, . within theſe your Realms of England and Ireland, 
- " or any other your Highneſs Dominions and Countreys, and to viſit, 
3 reform, redreſs, order, correCt and amend all ſach errors, hereſies, 
{chiſms, abuſes, 'offences, contempts and enormities whatſoever, 
: which by any manner Spiritual or Ecclefiaſtical power, authority or 
-”, juriſdiction, can, or may lawfully be reformed, ordered, redreſſed, 
£4 refed, reſtrained or amended, to the pleaſure of Almighty God, 
þ increaſe of vertue, and the conſervation of the peace and 
7 + Realm; and that ſuch perſon or perſons ſo ro be named, 
aFgned, anthoriſed and a 
or eſfors, afcer the 
and delivered, as is. af 
by vertue of this AQt, 
ighneſs, your Heirs or Sueceſlors, to exerciſe, uſe and execute 
all the premiſes, according to the tenor and effect of the faid Let- 
__ Patents, anymatter or cauſe to the contrary in any wiſe notwirh- 
ding. | 
And thin immediately” after ordains the Oath of Supremacy; ſo 
. that you may ſee that the Crown loſt nothing by the Repeal of the 
Statute of the 26 Hen. 8. c. 1. all Spiritual juriſdiction beigg abſo- 
tutely granted to the Crown by this Starute, and no Clergy-qan or 
other can claim any ſpiritual power, bat they-muſt derive it from the 
Crown, unleſs they will deny the Kings Supremacy ju part, which 
they do, that claim a 'power without him, or diſtinct from hin ; 
- but fince this Statute, what Courts they/kept, and what Eecleſiaſfi 
cal cenſures they exerciſed' was by vertue of authority derived to 
them from the Crown and no otherwiſe. 
Now 17 Car. 1. in &. 11. the aforeſaid branch of the Statute 
- x Eliz. c, 1. whereby the Queerand her Succeſfſors were igipow- 
-  eredtoamhorize Commiſſioners by her Letters Parents to exerciſe 
\ Ecolefiaſtical juriſdition,” was: Repealed; fo that by that means 
the Brſhops Coutrs ſtanding then »by the Kings. Commiſſions fell 
to the ground, -and their authority ceaſed, by which they ſtood, 
as well-as that of che High Commi Court (then pretended to be 
only aime in reg taken away from. the Kin 


b. pnly aimedat) in r all f was 
> give them Co nibors, by Repeling the B of the aforeſaid. 
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the Kings power of granting Commiſſions ceaſing, their power muſt 
neceſſarily ceaſe, not only of Excommunication, bur alfo all. other 
judicial power that they before had and exerciſed : Let them ſhew, 
if they can, what ſpiritual power they could exerciſe without the 
Kings Commiſhons. 

' But you will tell me that this at is Repealed, u3 Carols 2. c. 
12. Butthatisa miſtake roo; for firſt it declares, That by the At 
of 17 Cay. 1. c. 11. no ordinary power or authority is taken away 
from the Archbiſhops, or Biſhops,. or any other -perſons named 
as there aforeſaid, but that they and every of them exerciſing Ec- 
clefiaſtical juriſdiction, may proceed, determine, ſentence,  exe- . 
cute, and exerciſe all manner of Eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, and all 
cenſures and coercions appertaining and belonging to the ſame before 
the making of the recited Act, in all cauſes and matters belonging 
to Eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction according to the Kings Majefties Eccle- - 
faſtical Laws, uſed and practiced in this Realm, in as ample man- 
ner and form as they did, and might lawfully have done before the 
making of the ſaid Act : Now I would fain know of any one, what 
ordinary power of coercion they had, diſtintt from what they had 
by Commiſſion from the King; for the 26 Hen. 8.c. 1. the Pope 
claimed all Spiritual juriſ{dition, andthe Clergh exerciſed it under 
him ; then the King by the aforeſaid Act had all Spiritual jurifdicti- 
on annexed to the Crown, and the Clergy exerciſed it under him : 
And if the King hadall ſpiritual juriſdiftion annexed'to the Crown, 
what then was there left for the Clergy to have ? Nothing but what 

the King was pleaſed to leave ont of the Crown, which was: no- 
thing at all; ( where then was ordi pou of coercion I trow ) 
having none but what they exerciſ: Commiſſion from him, 

which now being taken-away by the repealing of the branch of the 

Statute of 1 Eliz. c. 1. and which by this laſt At of 13 Car. 2. c. 12. 

ſtands repealed, and therefore 'our Eccleſiaſticks have none at. all 

now ; netther can they juſtifie the keeping Courrs Eccleſiaft 

or exerciſmg any cenfures, or make , - or execute any ſentences o 

Excommunication, or exerciſe any other” judicigl-power ;-for- this 

AQt only-ſays, they may exerciſe all manner of Eccleſiaſtical juril- 

diction and cenſures, | according rothe Laws Eccleſiaſti and 

practiſed: in this Realm, -in-as _ manner -and form and 
the 


might Lawfully have done before thi making of the ſaid AF; 


—_— them no new-power,' only feems ro reſtore -Whar: they 
y had ; which if they had none, they ure- reſtored: to:nune, 
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" v2 _ TExcommunrution Excommuluicated : &T. 
3s indeed they. are not, for they had-none to be reſtored to, they 
not having any- then, but what- they had by vertue of the Kings 
Commithons z and now they have no Commiſhons ſince the Kings 
Reſtauration, / and therefore I conceive that thoſ® that have been fo 
free of their Excommunications may be indicted on the Statute. of 
Premunire ; for what they have- done of this kind, they having 
done without Commiſſion (I conceive )- they have done with- 
out Law, all- being done, 'corem non judice, having carried off 
nerudins; have done hereitr with meer- power without Law, the 
Courts'of juſtice- favouring them more than ordinary ; fo that the 
ſtream avi. yy their fide, it was hard for any particular perſons 
to grapple with them : and then they had luch a great intereſt in the 
late Free-Free Parliament, of whom, when time was, -they might 
bave had almoſt any thing done in their favour: Whar almoit would 
they have refuſed to do for them, who reſtored the Biſhops to their 
places in the Houſe of Lords ? But yet there being ſome wiſe men 
among them, that looked well to the main concern of the Nation, 
would ſeem, by flouriſhes of great words, to give them great mat- 
ters, and indeed gave them juſt nothing at all; for reſtoring them | 
only'to their pretended ordinary power of coercion which its like 
they were made belfeve was great) which was uſt nothing at all, | 
they not having any,were reſtored to nothing ; and then the Repeal- 
ing the Actof .17 Car. 1,c. 11. (bat excepting what concerns the 
High Commiſfion: Court, or the new erecting of ſome ſuch like 
Court by —— and abfolotely declaring of the aforeſaid 
Branch of the Statute of 1 E{5z.c.#« to frand repealed, it was not 

for them to have any Commiſhans for exerciſing ſpiritual 
juriſdictions, that branch is Starute ſtanding repealed, which at 
firſt enabled the King to commiſſionare them for the exerciſe there- 
of * This Act alfo nalls the Oath ex Officio, and declares, in Termi- 
"Hh #is,/ That this Act is not to give them any power to exerciſe any 
1% Jjariſdictionor cenſure, which they might not by Law 
i videnotctans tiry—es of, our Lord 1639. nor to the confirming 
any Canons made (1640. / nor any other Canons not before confirm- 


.. ed; ſothat youſce none of their Canous are good, not confirmed 
G:. by Parli : By which it appears, they had almoſt as good have 
WM: 5; tee EQ 17-Cax. b, + LH, have ſtg0d z for they got nothing 
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Excommunication Excommunicated : &C. 23 


Now, by this time ( my good Friend ) I hope you. are ſatisfied 
that the Bi cannot. excommunicate any for not coming to 


Charch, to deprive them of the benefit of their choice: of mem 

for the enſuing Parliament ; for if they can have no power of exer- 
ciſingExcommunication, but by the Kings Commuſhon, and the 
have not, nor cannot have any Commiſſion from him, who hath 
ſpiritual power veſted in him, but difabled by Law to. commiſſio- 
nate them,z then it will follow, that they have no poweg to excom- 
municate any for not coming to Divine Service, or. for any thing 
elſe ; and ſo thou needeſt not be afraid of that Bug-bear. 

Burg. Truly, Sir, you have given 'me good ſatisfaction in this 

int; one would think our ſpiritual men would not have made 
fuch a ſtir, thus to trouble us, having no authority for what they do 
herein; But what would you have me to do in my caſe? ſhould I 
appear to day or not, at our Biſhops-Court ? and what will you have 
me to do therein ? 

Dr. You need not wonder they are ſo ready to. graſp at, and fo 
willing to hold what power they can get, for they get money by ir, 
and keep anawe thereby on the meaner ſort of people : But now 
day-light begins to appear ; if ſome good: ſturdy Engliſh man, that 
values not the {pending of a little money againſt them, would pull a 
crow with them, he might do more YI to his Country thereby, 
than Colonel King did againſt Sir Eqward Lake the Chancellor of 
Lincoln ( though that buſineſs did diſcover to the world-in part what 
little power they had) in diſcovering ro the world how meerly uſurp- 
ed is their power that they uſe, which if once throughly known, 
would not be fo dreaded. as of late years it hath been: But I would 
adviſe you for the preſent to appear at the Court, and ſhew them 
my rea{ons why they have no power to excommunicate. thee, - and 
demand a Libel, and put in an Anſwer for delay, yea, and ſuffer 
them to go to an hearing , and proceed-to. ſentence of Excommuni- 
cation, and then either move in the Courts above for a_ Prohibition, 
orelſe within fifteen days after ſentence make thy __ to the 
Arches to = time ; then proceed againſt him in whoſe name the 
Court is held, whoſe name bears Teſt to the Summons, to Indict him 
on the Statute of Premunire, for taking on him to judg in matters 
whereof he hath no cogniſance ; and beſides, to bring an Action of 
the caſe againſt him for damages; for excommunicating of thee 
without authority ; and I am periwaded thou wilt have Juſlice done 
thee by a.Countrey-Jury ; for the Countrey have been RIP 

| | vexed; 
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